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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Konnichiwa, AAUW members!

This article comes to you from Kyoto, Japan. I am here with representatives of my Dojo for demonstrations, training and performance of katas at the Okinawa Karate Day Oct 24-27. It has been an amazing experience visiting this country and seeing the stark contrasts between the US and Japan. In Tokyo we experienced the Shimbuya Crossing where thousands of people cross the main streets in the area between the stores. The sea of faces ebbing and flowing was both incredible and overwhelming.

While watching the sea of people flowing through the streets of Shimbuya, I could not help but think that we have lost the quiet and tranquility of the natural sleepy time of year. While nature begins preparing for the slow-down of winter's sleep, we start amping up for the holidays. I barely got my Halloween decorations up and already Thanksgiving and Christmas decorations are around. Ads are popping up to remind us how many days are left to shop and new gadgets and gizmos arrive daily.

So, as we prepare for the holiday chaos, I would encourage everyone to take a step back, even for a moment, to breathe in the fall air, note the subtle changes to our flora and fauna, and enjoy a bit of peace and tranquility - nature's way. Between those moments of peace before you dive into the chaos, watch for announcements about AAUW upcoming events like the international dinner, board meetings, Speech Trek, Trivia Bee, elections, and more.

Take care and see you soon!
Alexia Retallack
AAUW Auburn President

Upcoming meetings:
November 18th is our next meeting and we will again look at issues with DEI (Diversity, Equity and Inclusion).  This year we will hear from a representative from PIRS. PIRS is a local advocacy group whose mission is to “Advocate, empower, educate the community and provide services for people with disabilities, enabling them to control their alternatives for independent living.”  This seems to be a hidden group and hearing about the things they achieve in the community and how we may interface with them will be enlightening.  We hope you can attend at 1:30 in the Beecher Room of the Auburn Library.

AAUW's Traditional Holiday Luncheon is Saturday December 14, at Max's Restaurant.
Holiday Shopping with Vendors begins at 10AM.
The Luncheon will be served at 11:30AM
$35 Menu choices are: Eggplant Parmesan, Chicken Piccata, or Max's Meatloaf.
Friends and Guests are welcome! RSVP Deadline will be December 7.
Call/Text/Email: Carol Hachmeister for more information.


Christmas luncheon vendor information:
We have a great line up of vendors for your buying pleasure for that last minute gift or something for your deserving self! We start earlier than in the past so all will be set up for your perusal and purchases at 10 AM. Selections can be made from exotic clothing, the latest in manicure supplies, olive oil selections, cut glass night lights, creative jewelry, and of course Books for Books.
See you before, during and after our luncheon!
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January 24, 2025 (Friday) - International Relations Potluck Dinner with Speaker
5:30-7:30 pm – Pioneer Methodist Church
Members provide food

February 10, 2025 (Monday) - General Meeting
1:00 - 3:00 pm – Rose Room
Coffee, tea and light refreshments provided

March 29, 2025 (Saturday) - Trivia Bee
5:00 - 9:00 pm First Congregational Church, Auburn

April 14, 2025 (Monday) - General Meeting - Slate of Officers
1:00-3:00 pm – Rose Room
Coffee, tea and light refreshments provided

May 28, 2025 (Wednesday) - Scholarship Honorees Presentation
5:30 - 7:30 pm – Pioneer Methodist Church
Committee and Board members provide potluck dinner

June 9, 2025 (Monday) - Members & Guests Social
5:30 - 7:30 pm - Pioneer Methodist Church
Salads & Sundaes provided by Program VPs

Change of Date for Speech Trek:  Fall of 2024
We had to change the date for our Fall of 2024 Speech Trek from Sunday, October 27 to December 8.  The event will still be held in the Beecher Room of the Auburn Library, and it will start at 4:00.
We apologize deeply for the inconvenience, but this difficult decision was prompted by many logistical challenges, including working around student schedules for traveling, sports, and exams.  
The good news is that the students are diving into the research about climate change, and they are motivated to write and present their findings.  The group meeting with our speech coach was well received, and now the students will have more time to further their research and to polish their delivery.
Thank you for your understanding and support!

Tech Trek news
TIME TO GET READY FOR 2025 TECH TREK!
It is a pleasure working with such an engaged Auburn AAUW membership! Grateful thanks go to the branch members on our Tech Trek Committee who helped us begin our 2025 camp season. They worked on reaching out to local 7th grade STEM teachers who nominate deserving girls and their families to apply for a scholarship for UC Davis TT Camp. Our branch will reach out to 16 schools this season, up from 14 last year since Auburn Union School District converted their two elementary schools to grades K-8 this year. 
Thanks to Deb Sabo, Marianna Petrovich, Kay Black, Rachel Kanowsky, and Gail Cohen for visiting the teachers, and guiding them through the nomination process. 
We could use two more branch members to volunteer to take on a couple of area schools we have not yet covered. Please let me know if you're interested and I promise to train you with all the information you need!
Also, the AAUW CA Tech Trek leadership will soon ask each branch how many campers they would like to sponsor for 2025. The Auburn board has already approved a request for 10 campers, wow! 
There are many other opportunities coming up, both large and small to volunteer with Tech Trek. Stay tuned!
Let's close with a 2024 Tech Trek Davis Camper memory. Campers attended an all-women Firefighter workshop at UC Davis. They put on the 60 pounds of heavy protective gear the firefighters wear, then ran up and down a hallway a few times, to get some sense of what it's like. They found that it’s hard work! 
Rachel Kanowsky/ Auburn AAUW Tech Trek Branch Co-Coordinator

Membership news:
Edlene Mckenzie has a new e-mail address.  Contact Sandra Scott for details


Change in Membership Data Collected
AAUW National has made a change and states that, “We will be excluding education (college/university name and degree earned), from the Join/Renew process. Like demographics, preferences and other personal information, education remains accessible by the individual member through their personal snapshot. This change improves the user experience for both leaders and the individual member when joining/renewing. “

The updated membership form is on our website.
 
Sandra Scott, Membership VP

Public Policy
Don’t Wait Until Election Day!
Make a Plan Now About How You Will Vote
 
1.      Put all your voting documents in one place.  Find writing paper to take notes, and find a black pen to fill out your ballot. 
2.      Decide when and where you will vote.  It’s traditional to vote on Election Day, but sometimes unexpected events or illness can disrupt your plans.  Remember that Election Day is actually the LAST day to vote.  
3.      Read the materials to learn about your early voting options.  You can vote early in person, or you can put your ballot in the mail or a drop box.  Look in your Voter Guide to find the address of your nearest drop box.   
4.      Research the candidates, the propositions, and the measures.  Remember that candidates must pay several thousand dollars to print statements in the Voter Guide (and the payments must be made for every county where the candidate is running), so some good candidates will have an empty page.  Research those candidates by Googling them and going to their respective websites. 
5.      Share your plans with your family and friends!  Congratulations for participating in Democracy!
By Susan Roughgarden

Voter registration volunteers needed
Want to assist in the voting process?  All that’s needed it a bit of your time to deliver voter registration affidavits to various locations in Placer County.

Currently AAUW Auburn has eight volunteers visiting 60 different sites from the Lake Tahoe are to the Roseville area.  Additional volunteers would help lighten the load of the current volunteers.  The distribution is done approximately twice a year.

If you are interested in assisting, please contact:
Barbara Gerletti-Weiss 

		





Interest Groups
Bookmarks will meet at 2 p.m. on Friday, Nov. 15, at Sue Dings home. The December meeting is TBD. For information, please call Sue 

Bookends will meet the third Wednesdays in November and December. For Nov. 20, we meet at Sharon Watson-Hamilton's home. We're reading "The Fox," by Catherine Raven.  Dec. 18 at Deb Sabo's home with food and sharing books. 

Booksters will be discussing the book "Dinner with Ruth" by Nina Totenberg on Tuesday, Nov. 19 by zoom. On Wednesday, Dec. 11, we are planning to have lunch together as a group, location TBA. Contact Carol Francis, for information and zoom instructions.

Bridge: According to Meredith Bruck, "Bridge sort of died with Covid." She would be glad to restart if there is interest. Interested? call Meredith

Drama Reading meets On Tuesday, Nov. 12 at Barbara Gerletti-Weiss's home. The December meeting is at 12:30 p.m. on Dec. 3 at Susan Rushton's home. Interested in joining us? Call Barb or Susan

Great Decisions will have its inaugural meeting at 10 a.m. on Tuesday, Jan. 14 at the newly renovated Carnegie Library in Auburn. Books have been ordered for those who requested them as well as a couple of extras for anyone else who would like to meet monthly to discuss world affairs. Contact Carol Roedder.

Hiking group Thursday Nov 7 & 21 and Thursday December 5 & 19
Contact Deb Sabo 
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